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It may be time to forget the art world--or at least to recognize that a certain
historical notion of the art world is in eclipse. Today, the art world spins on its
axis so quickly that its maps can no longer be read; its borders blur. In Forgetting
the Art World, Pamela Lee connects the current state of this world to
globalization and its attendant controversies. Contemporary art has responded to
globalization with images of movement and migration, borders and multitudes,
but Lee looks beyond iconography to view globalization as a world process.
Rather than think about the "global art world" as a socioeconomic phenomenon,
or in terms of the imagery it stages and sponsors, Lee considers "the work of art's
world" as a medium through which globalization takes place. She argues that the
work of art is itself both object and agent of globalization. Lee explores the ways
that art actualizes, iterates, or enables the processes of globalization, offering
close readings of works by artists who have come to prominence in the last two
decades. She examines the "just in time" managerial ethos of Takahashi
Murakami; the production of ethereal spaces in Andreas Gursky's images of
contemporary markets and manufacture; the logic of immanent cause dramatized
in Thomas Hirschhorn's mixed-media displays; and the "pseudo-collectivism" in
the contemporary practice of the Atlas Group, the Raqs Media Collective, and
others. To speak of "the work of art's world," Lee says, is to point to both the
work of art's mattering and its materialization, to understand the activity
performed by the object as utterly continuous with the world it at once inhabits
and creates.
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Editorial Review

Review

Pamela Lee makes a major contribution to our understanding of art's globalization through her brilliant
exploration of 'worlds' as a medium and 'worlding' as a process by which unruly networks of financial,
political, and spectacular forces are crystallized as works of art.

(David Joselit, Carnegie Professor, History of Art, Yale University)

For those who want to chart the difference between the world and world markets, for those nostalgic for
genuinely intellectual depth in art criticism, and for those wanting to understand the outer, digital limits of
art, this book will be your guide. Forgetting the Art World sets a new stage -- a picture theory for art
practice.

(Molly Nesbit, Professor of Art History, Vassar College)

Pamela Lee presents an exciting, highly original discussion of what constitutes an art world at the beginning
of the twenty-first century. Forgetting the Art World examines not only the processes sustaining the
reciprocal relationship between globalization and contemporary art, but also what the art world needs to
forget in order to assume its current condition. The analysis is timely and provocative, and will be essential
reading for anyone concerned with contemporary art.

(Alexander Alberro, author of Conceptual Art and the Politics of Publicity)

About the Author
Pamela M. Lee is Professor of Art History at Stanford University and the author of Object to Be Destroyed:
The Work of Gordon Matta-Clark and Chronophobia: On Time in the Art of the 1960s, both published by the
MIT Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

The guide with title Forgetting the Art World (MIT Press) contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.



Holley Shipman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time,
often the book you have read will be Forgetting the Art World (MIT Press).

Susan Granger:

Forgetting the Art World (MIT Press) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Forgetting the Art World (MIT
Press) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

James Butler:

This Forgetting the Art World (MIT Press) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Forgetting the Art
World (MIT Press) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?
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