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A bold call for the “insane” to reclaim their rightful role as prophets of spiritual
and cultural transformation

• Explains how many of those diagnosed as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other
forms of “madness” are not ill but experiencing a spiritual awakening

• Explores the rise of Mad Pride and the mental patients’ liberation movement

• Reveals how those seen as “mad” must embrace their spiritual gifts to help the
coming global spiritual transition

Many of the great prophets of the past experienced madness--a breakdown
followed by a breakthrough, spiritual death followed by rebirth. With the advent
of modern psychiatry, the budding prophets of today are captured and
transformed into chronic mental patients before they can flower into the
visionaries and mystics they were intended to become. As we approach the
tipping point between extinction and global spiritual awakening, there is a deep
need for these prophets to embrace their spiritual gifts. To make this happen, we
must learn to respect the sanctity of madness. We need to cultivate Mad Pride.

Exploring the rise of Mad Pride and the mental patients’ liberation movement as
well as building upon psychiatrist R. D. Laing’s revolutionary theories, Seth
Farber, Ph.D., explains that diagnosing people as mad has more to do with social
control than therapy. Many of those labeled as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other
kinds of “mad” are not ill but simply experiencing different forms of spiritual
awakening: they are seeing and feeling what is wrong with society and what
needs to be done to change it. Farber shares his interviews with former
schizophrenics who now lead successful and inspiring lives. He shows that it is
impossible for society to change as long as the mad are suppressed because they
are our catalysts of social change. By reclaiming their rightful role as prophets of
spiritual and cultural revitalization, the mad--by seeding new visions for our
future--can help humanity overcome the spiritual crisis that endangers our

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
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A bold call for the “insane” to reclaim their rightful role as prophets of spiritual and cultural transformation

• Explains how many of those diagnosed as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other forms of “madness” are not ill
but experiencing a spiritual awakening

• Explores the rise of Mad Pride and the mental patients’ liberation movement

• Reveals how those seen as “mad” must embrace their spiritual gifts to help the coming global spiritual
transition

Many of the great prophets of the past experienced madness--a breakdown followed by a breakthrough,
spiritual death followed by rebirth. With the advent of modern psychiatry, the budding prophets of today are
captured and transformed into chronic mental patients before they can flower into the visionaries and mystics
they were intended to become. As we approach the tipping point between extinction and global spiritual
awakening, there is a deep need for these prophets to embrace their spiritual gifts. To make this happen, we
must learn to respect the sanctity of madness. We need to cultivate Mad Pride.

Exploring the rise of Mad Pride and the mental patients’ liberation movement as well as building upon
psychiatrist R. D. Laing’s revolutionary theories, Seth Farber, Ph.D., explains that diagnosing people as mad
has more to do with social control than therapy. Many of those labeled as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other
kinds of “mad” are not ill but simply experiencing different forms of spiritual awakening: they are seeing and
feeling what is wrong with society and what needs to be done to change it. Farber shares his interviews with
former schizophrenics who now lead successful and inspiring lives. He shows that it is impossible for society
to change as long as the mad are suppressed because they are our catalysts of social change. By reclaiming
their rightful role as prophets of spiritual and cultural revitalization, the mad--by seeding new visions for our
future--can help humanity overcome the spiritual crisis that endangers our survival and lead us to a higher
and long-awaited stage of spiritual development.

The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride Movement By
Seth Farber Ph.D. Bibliography

Sales Rank: #507643 in Books●

Published on: 2012-04-17●

Released on: 2012-04-17●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.00" h x .80" w x 6.00" l, 1.38 pounds●



Binding: Paperback●

464 pages●

 Download The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Psyc ...pdf

 Read Online The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Ps ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=159477448X


Download and Read Free Online The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the
Rise of the Mad Pride Movement By Seth Farber Ph.D.

Editorial Review

Review
“By reclaiming their rightful role as prophets of spiritual and cultural revitalization, the mad--by seeding new
visions for our future--can help humanity overcome the spiritual crisis that endangers our survival and lead
us to a higher and long-awaited stage of spiritual development.” (Earth Star Magazine, June 2012)

“The book will appeal to devotees of spirituality and/or metaphysics.” (Linda F. Petty, Library Journal, July
2012)

“This book rightly points out the need to reevaluate our classifications of madness and open the door to the
sometimes visionary rantings of our fellow citizens.” (Lotus Guide, July 2012)

“A fine pick for any mental health collection seeking different perspectives on the idea of insanity and its
treatment.” (Midwest Book Review, July 2012)

“Seth Farber is one of the most provocative and original thinkers in America. He brings us to the threshold of
the only questions that really matter: the demarcation lines between imagination and objective reality and
between ‘madness’ and ‘sanity’. The Spiritual Gift of Madness is an important book that could revolutionize
the way progressive religious people regard what is called mental health. ” (Frank Schaeffer, author of Crazy
for God: How I Grew Up as One of the Elect, Helped Found the Religi)

“Farber critically considers the role of madness in culture and sees it as a positive force for change rather
than a disease needing treatment. At the same time he does not play down the difficulties encountered by
those experiencing such ‘initiations,’ but believes we need to cherish them and appreciate their visionary role
in a world gone insane.” (Robert Black, New Dawn, January 2013)

From the Back Cover
SPIRITUALITY / PSYCHIATRY

“An articulate, informed, and lucid exploration of the nature of madness, the Mad Pride movement, and
ultimately what it is like to be deemed ‘mad’ by society. Seth Farber’s extensive interviews with leaders of
the Mad Pride movement are particularly engaging and memorable.”
--Robert Whitaker, author of Anatomy of an Epidemic: Magic Bullets, Psychiatric Drugs, and the
Astonishing Rise of Mental Illness in America

“Seth Farber is one of the most provocative and original thinkers in America. He brings us to the threshold of
the only questions that really matter: the demarcation lines between imagination and objective reality and
between ‘madness’ and ‘sanity.’ The Spiritual Gift of Madness is an important book that could revolutionize
the way progressive religious people regard what is called mental health.”
--Frank Schaeffer, author of Crazy for God: How I Grew Up as One of the Elect, Helped Found the
Religious Right, and Lived to Take All (or Almost All) of It Back

Many of the great prophets of the past experienced madness--a breakdown followed by a breakthrough,
spiritual death followed by rebirth. With the advent of modern psychiatry, the budding prophets of today are
captured and transformed into chronic mental patients before they can flower into the visionaries and mystics



they were intended to become. As we approach the tipping point between extinction and global spiritual
awakening, there is a deep need for these prophets to be free to embrace their spiritual gifts. To make this
happen, we must learn to respect the sanctity of madness. We need to cultivate Mad Pride.

Exploring the rise of the Mad Pride movement as well as building upon psychiatrist R. D. Laing’s
revolutionary theories, Seth Farber, Ph.D., explains that diagnosing people as mad has more to do with social
control than therapy. Many of those labeled as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other kinds of “mad” are not ill
but simply experiencing different forms of spiritual awakening: they are seeing and feeling what is wrong
with society and what needs to be done to change it. Farber shares his interviews with former psychotics who
now lead successful and inspiring lives. He shows that it is impossible for society to change as long as the
mad are suppressed, because they are our catalysts of social change. By reclaiming their rightful role as
prophets of spiritual and cultural revitalization, the mad--by seeding new visions for our future--can help
humanity overcome the spiritual crisis that endangers our survival and lead us to a higher and long-awaited
stage of spiritual development.

SETH FARBER, Ph.D., is a psychologist, public speaker, and a founder of the Network against Coercive
Psychiatry. The author of several books, including Unholy Madness, and an editor of The Journal of Mind
and Behavior, he lives in New York City.

About the Author
Seth Farber, Ph.D., is a psychologist, public speaker, and a founder of the Network against Coercive
Psychiatry. The author of several books, including Unholy Madness, and an editor of The Journal of Mind
and Behavior, he lives in New York City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Spiritual Gift of
Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride Movement. All type of book are you able
to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Madeleine Bandy:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of
Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride Movement to read.



Tyler Emery:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride
Movement book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer associated with The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad
Pride Movement content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking The Spiritual Gift of
Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride Movement is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Virginia Johnson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride Movement your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The The Spiritual Gift of Madness: The
Failure of Psychiatry and the Rise of the Mad Pride Movement giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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