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Join David and Leigh Eddings on a fascinating behind-the-scenes tour of the
extensive background materials they compiled before beginning the masterpiece
of epic fantasy unforgettably set down in The Belgariad and The Malloreon and
their two companion volumes, Belgarath the Sorcerer and Polgara the Sorceress.

Our tour stretches from the wealthy Empire of Tolnedra to the remote Isle of the
Winds, from the mysterious mountains of Ulgoland to the forbidding reaches of
darkest Mallorea. Along the way, you will meet old friends and enemies alike.
Rare volumes will be opened to your eyes. Sacred holy books in which you may
read the secrets of the Gods themselves and of their prophets. Scholarly histories
of the rise and fall of empires from the Imperial Library at Tol Honeth. The
profound mysteries of the Malloreon Gospels. THE RIVAN CODEX will enrich
your understanding of all that has gone before . . . and whet your appetite for
more spectacular adventures from this talented team.

From the Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
So you want to write a multivolume, bestselling epic fantasy? Here's the book to help you. The Rivan Codex
was published to answer the many letters David and Leigh Eddings have received from students, teachers,
and aspiring writers. It's a companion to the 12-book fantasy series comprised of The Belgariad (five books),
The Malloreon (five books), Belgarath the Sorcerer and Polgara the Sorceress. In David Eddings's words,
The Rivan Codex "may give the student of our genre some insights into the creative process--something on
the order of 'connect wire A to wire B. Warning! Do not connect wire A to wire C, because that will cause
the whole thing to blow up in your face." This is a collection of the groundwork David and Leigh Eddings
laid for the Belgariad and Malloreon series. On this firm foundation they imagined and built their world in
book after book.

There's a fascinating introduction, a personal history of Belgarath the sorcerer, Holy Books, Gospels,
Histories, King Anheg's diary, and an afterword. Footnotes tell how the authors used and changed these
materials in writing the books. And of course, there are plenty of maps (the starting point for all epic
fantasies). --Nona Vero

From Publishers Weekly
Though full of treasures, this farewell to the world of the authors' bestselling Belgariad and Mallorean sagas
is rather a mixed bag. The book contains an autobiographical foreword, explaining the roots of the double
saga in David Eddings's reading of medieval epics, the editorial influence of the late Lester del Rey, the
longstanding but only recently acknowledged role of the author's wife as "unindicted collaborator" and the
perils of writing high fantasy in general. The volume then presents a variety of well-crafted pseudobiblia,
such as Belgarath's autobiography and many of the Holy Books. It goes on to the historical, economic and
ethnographic background of the major nations of the sagas. There are many other pieces that reflect well on
the Eddingses' world-building skillsAas if the novels themselves had not already demonstrated their craft.
This book may be unintelligible to those who are not Eddings fans, but it will be irresistible to those who are.
It is also of some scholarly interest in revealing the roots of one of the founding megasagas in modern
English-language fantasy. Science Fiction Book Club alternate selection.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Twenty years ago, David Eddings doodled "a map of a place that never was" and began the creative process
for the four best-selling fantasy series, the Belgariad, the Malloreon, the Elenium, and the Tamuli. He created
a myriad of plots, stories, "magic thingamajigs," heroes, wizards, villains, and worlds that were used to
midwife the birth of each novel. This book contains the original, structural outline of the stories, each of
which is annotated, for all the fantasy series. Naturally, details vary from those of the published sagas, and
still it is spellbinding--all of it: the various characters' own summaries of their worlds and problems, the
maps, the other illustrations, the glossary, and the Eddings' frequent quips and comments. Dazzling fantasy
that will captivate those uninitiated in any of the series and beguile old series hands with its storytelling.
Karen Simonetti

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Lori Roth:

The book The Rivan Codex: Ancient Texts of THE BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The Belgariad
& The Malloreon) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book The Rivan Codex: Ancient Texts of THE
BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The Belgariad & The Malloreon) to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Rivan Codex: Ancient
Texts of THE BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The Belgariad & The Malloreon). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
e-book?

William Nelson:

Often the book The Rivan Codex: Ancient Texts of THE BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The
Belgariad & The Malloreon) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Rivan Codex: Ancient Texts of THE BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The
Belgariad & The Malloreon) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Nick Peoples:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book
The Rivan Codex: Ancient Texts of THE BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The Belgariad & The
Malloreon). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.

Jason Allen:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Rivan Codex: Ancient Texts of THE
BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The Belgariad & The Malloreon) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to
be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide The Rivan Codex: Ancient
Texts of THE BELGARIAD and THE MALLOREON (The Belgariad & The Malloreon) can to be your new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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