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Stephen Oppenheimer's extraordinary scientific detective story combining
genetics, linguistics, archaeology and historical record shatters the myths we
have come to live by. It demonstrates that the Anglo-Saxon invasions contributed
just a tiny fraction (5%) to the English gene pool. Two thirds of the English
people reveal an unbroken line of genetic descent from south-western Europeans
arriving long before the first farmers. The bulk of the remaining third arrived
between 7,000 and 3,000 years ago as part of long-term north-west European
trade and immigration, especially from Scandinavia - and may have brought with
them the earliest forms of English language. As for the Celts - the Irish, Scots
and Welsh - history has traditionally placed their origins in Iron Age Central
Europe. Oppenheimer's genetic synthesis shows them to have arrived via the
Atlantic coastal route from Ice Age refuges including the Basque country; with
the modern languages we call Celtic arriving later. There is indeed a deep divide
between the English and the rest of the British. But as this book reveals the
division is many thousands of years older than previously thought.
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Editorial Review

Review
Be prepared to have all your cherished notions of English history and Britishness swept away. Clive Gamble
The historians' account is wrong in almost every detail. In Dr Oppenheimer's reconstruction of events, the
principal ancestors of today's British and Irish populations arrived from Spain about 16,000 years ago. New
York Times He upends some of the most deeply rooted notions of where the British people come from, and
does so in a clear, painstaking and detailed way. The result is both fascinating and unexpected. Geographical
Particularly illuminating ... The author carefully lays out the genetic data that show how three-quarters of
Britishness dates to the repopulation after the northern ice sheets last retreated, and takes us through a
fascinating investigation of what this means for some cherished notions of Britishness. Nature

About the Author
Stephen Oppenheimer of the University of Oxford is a leading expert in the use of DNA to track migrations
and his previous book Out of Eden: The Peopling of the World rewrote the prehistory of man's early
colonization of the world. He is also the author of Eden in the East: The Drowned Continent of Southeast
Asia, which challenged the orthodox view of the origins of Polynesians as rice farmers from Taiwan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain as the daily
resource information.

Manuel Jett:

This The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or
fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt which?



Annie Hendricks:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Origins of the British: The
New Prehistory of Britain can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Hayden Roberts:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
The Origins of the British: The New Prehistory of Britain. You can more inviting than now.
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