
The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An
Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of
Purity)

From Oxford University Press

The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity) From Oxford University Press

Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Brethren of Purity) were the anonymous adepts of a tenth-
century esoteric fraternity of lettered urbanites that was principally based in
Basra and Baghdad. This brotherhood occupied a prominent station in the history
of science and philosophy in Islam due to the wide reception and assimilation of
their monumental encyclopedia: Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Epistles of the
Brethren of Purity). This compendium contained fifty-two epistles that offered
synoptic explications of the classical sciences and philosophies of the age.
Divided into four classificatory parts, it treated themes in mathematics, logic,
natural philosophy, psychology, metaphysics and theology, in addition to moral
and didactic fables. The Ikhwan were learned compilers of scientific and
philosophical knowledge, and their Rasa'il constituted a paradigmatic legacy in
the canonization of philosophy and the sciences in mediaeval Islamic civilization.

This present volume gathers studies by leading philosophers, historians and
scholars of Islamic Studies, who are also the editors and translators of the first
Arabic critical editions and first complete annotated English translations of the
Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa', which will be published in the OUP Series that this
present volume initiates, as well as being members of the Editorial Board.

The chapters of this present volume explore the conceptual and historical aspects
of the philosophical and scientific contents of the Rasa'il and their classification,
as well as investigating the authorship and dating of this corpus and the impact
that the Ikhwan's intellectual tradition exercised in the unfolding of the history of
ideas in Islam.
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Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Brethren of Purity) were the anonymous adepts of a tenth-century esoteric fraternity of
lettered urbanites that was principally based in Basra and Baghdad. This brotherhood occupied a prominent
station in the history of science and philosophy in Islam due to the wide reception and assimilation of their
monumental encyclopedia: Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa' (The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity). This
compendium contained fifty-two epistles that offered synoptic explications of the classical sciences and
philosophies of the age. Divided into four classificatory parts, it treated themes in mathematics, logic, natural
philosophy, psychology, metaphysics and theology, in addition to moral and didactic fables. The Ikhwan
were learned compilers of scientific and philosophical knowledge, and their Rasa'il constituted a
paradigmatic legacy in the canonization of philosophy and the sciences in mediaeval Islamic civilization.

This present volume gathers studies by leading philosophers, historians and scholars of Islamic Studies, who
are also the editors and translators of the first Arabic critical editions and first complete annotated English
translations of the Rasa'il Ikhwan al-Safa', which will be published in the OUP Series that this present
volume initiates, as well as being members of the Editorial Board.

The chapters of this present volume explore the conceptual and historical aspects of the philosophical and
scientific contents of the Rasa'il and their classification, as well as investigating the authorship and dating of
this corpus and the impact that the Ikhwan's intellectual tradition exercised in the unfolding of the history of
ideas in Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review
The project team, led by the editor Nader el-Bizri, are to be congratulated for collecting the leading
specialists on this important early corpus of texts to produce a work that will whet the appetite of those
awaiting the editions and translations. Sajjad H. Rizvi, Journal of Islamic Studies The publications that are
planned within this project will no doubt rekindle the interest of scholars and students of Islam in Islam's rich
cultural, educational and historical legacy ... The work of the Ikhwan al-Safa, like many other works that
make up the classical Muslim educational thought, need to be seriously studied and reflected upon. This new
publication project contributes immensely towards realizing this educational aim. Abdullah Sahin, Muslim
World Book Review - about Epistles of the Brethren of Purity series

About the Author

Nader El-Bizri is a Research Associate in Philosophy at The Institute of Ismaili Studies, London, and
General Editor of the OUP series: The Epistles of the Brethren of Purity. He has been an Affiliated Lecturer
at the Department of History & Philosophy of Science at the University of Cambridge since 1999, and he is a
Visiting Professor of Visual Studies at the School of Architecture at the University of Lincoln, and a
Chercheur Associé at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

The book The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity)
to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a book The
Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity). Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Judith Roemer:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction
(Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) as the daily resource information.



Stephanie Matias:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Ikhwan al-Safa and
their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) that give your satisfaction preference will
be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An
Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) become your own personal starter.

Deborah Ryan:

This The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren of Purity) is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or
we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Ikhwan al-Safa and their Rasa'il: An Introduction (Epistles of the Brethren
of Purity) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?
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