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When the apprentices of a Paris printing shop in the 1730s held a series of mock
trials and then hanged all the cats they could lay their hands on, why did they
find it so hilariously funny that they choked with laughter when they reenacted it
in pantomime some twenty times? Why in the eighteenth-century version of
Little Red Riding Hood did the wolf eat the child at the end? What did the
anonymous townsman of Montpelier have in mind when he kept an exhaustive
dossier on all the activities of his native city? These are some of the provocative
questions Robert Darnton answers in this classic work of European history in
what we like to call “The Age of Enlightenment.”
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Editorial Review

Review
"Striking, original and often very clever."-- Time

"Brilliant." -- The Washington Post Book World

"An exercise in culture shock." -- Chronicle of Higher Education

"Robert Darnton has the inquisitiveness of an investigative reporter, the thoroughness of a rigorous scholar
and the sensitivity of a novelist." -- Stanley Hoffman, The New Republic

From the Inside Flap
When the apprentices of a Paris printing shop in the 1730's held a series of mock trials and then hanged all
the cats they could lay their hands on, why did they find it so hilariously funny that they choked with
laughter when they reenacted it in pantomime some twenty times? Why in the 18th century version of "Little
Red Riding Hood" did the wolf eat the child at the end? What did the anonymous townsman of Montpelier
have in mind when he kept an exhaustive dossier on all the activities of his native city? These are some of
the provocative questions Robert Darnton attempts to answer in this dazzling series of essays that probe the
ways of thought in what we like to call "The Age of Enlightenment."

From the Back Cover

"Striking, original and often very clever."-- Time

"Brilliant." -- The Washington Post Book World

"An exercise in culture shock." -- Chronicle of Higher Education

"Robert Darnton has the inquisitiveness of an investigative reporter, the thoroughness of a rigorous scholar
and the sensitivity of a novelist." -- Stanley Hoffman, The New Republic

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

The book The Great Cat Massacre: And Other Episodes in French Cultural History will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Great Cat Massacre: And Other Episodes in French
Cultural History is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.



Judy Williams:

The guide with title The Great Cat Massacre: And Other Episodes in French Cultural History includes a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Michael Fischer:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Great Cat Massacre: And Other Episodes in French Cultural History can make
you sense more interested to read.

Darlene Gutierrez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Great Cat
Massacre: And Other Episodes in French Cultural History.
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