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There is a tradition of one-volume narrative histories of the United States in
which the political, military, diplomatic, social, and economic strands are
skillfully interwoven. Rather than add to these volumes, The Epic of America
paints a sweeping picture of the diverse past that has created America’s national
story. In this important narrative, James Truslow Adams reviews how the
ordinary American has matured over time in outlook, character, and opinion.

Adams grew increasingly conscious of how different an American is now from
the man or woman of any other advanced nation. He is equally interested in the
whole of American history, how it began, and what it represented in the first half
of the twentieth century. Adams traces the historical origins of the American
concept of "bigger and better," attitudes toward business, the American Dream,
and other characteristics generally considered "typically American."

Ever since America became an independent nation, each generation has seen an
uprising of its citizens to save the American Dream from forces seeking to
overwhelm and dispel it. Possibly the greatest of these struggles is still
ahead—not a struggle of revolutionists against established order, but of the
ordinary person who seeks to hold fast to the rights of "life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness." This classic book is valuable for a new age and as
important for this new century as it was when originally written.
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There is a tradition of one-volume narrative histories of the United States in which the political, military,
diplomatic, social, and economic strands are skillfully interwoven. Rather than add to these volumes, The
Epic of America paints a sweeping picture of the diverse past that has created America’s national story. In
this important narrative, James Truslow Adams reviews how the ordinary American has matured over time
in outlook, character, and opinion.

Adams grew increasingly conscious of how different an American is now from the man or woman of any
other advanced nation. He is equally interested in the whole of American history, how it began, and what it
represented in the first half of the twentieth century. Adams traces the historical origins of the American
concept of "bigger and better," attitudes toward business, the American Dream, and other characteristics
generally considered "typically American."

Ever since America became an independent nation, each generation has seen an uprising of its citizens to
save the American Dream from forces seeking to overwhelm and dispel it. Possibly the greatest of these
struggles is still ahead—not a struggle of revolutionists against established order, but of the ordinary person
who seeks to hold fast to the rights of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." This classic book is
valuable for a new age and as important for this new century as it was when originally written.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

James Truslow Adams (1878-1949) was an American writer and historian known for his writings on New
England, and is known for coining the phrase “American Dream.” Before becoming a writer Adams served
on President Woodrow Wilson’s commission in charge of preparing data for the Paris Peace Conference,
which signified the end of World War I. His many writings include The Founding of New England (for
which he won a Pulitzer Prize), Our Business Civilization, and The March of Democracy.

Howard G. Schneiderman is professor of anthropology and sociology at Lafayette College.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The epic of America, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Jackie Gonzalez:

The reserve untitled The epic of America is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and
so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
The epic of America from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Herman Pruitt:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.



It is referred to as of book The epic of America. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Bruce Butera:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book The epic of America we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The epic of America. You can more
desirable than now.
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