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Written by a leading expert on the Puritans, this brief, informative volume offers
a wealth of background on this key religious movement. This book traces the
shaping, triumph, and decline of the Puritan world, while also examining the role
of religion in the shaping of American society and the role of the Puritan legacy
in American history. Francis J. Bremer discusses the rise of Puritanism in the
English Reformation, the struggle of the reformers to purge what they viewed as
the corruptions of Roman Catholicism from the Elizabethan church, and the
struggle with the Stuart monarchs that led to a brief Puritan triumph under Oliver
Cromwell. It also examines the effort of Puritans who left England to establish a
godly kingdom in America. Bremer examines puritan theology, views on family
and community, their beliefs about the proper relationship between religion and
public life, the limits of toleration, the balance between individual rights and
one's obligation to others, and the extent to which public character should be
shaped by private religious belief.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A delightfully rich little volume...An engaging read, enlivened with primary quotes and illustrations, this
overview of Puritan political history, beliefs, practices, and interpretation demonstrates the flexibility rather
than the rigidness of this fascinating religious culture...Bremer's Short Introduction provides an elegant and
accessible gateway into this world." --Christian History & Biography

About the Author

Francis J. Bremer is Professor of History at Millersville University of Pennsylvania. A leading authority on
Puritanism, he is the author of the award-winning biography John Winthrop: America's Forgotten Founding
Father.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) to read.

Daniel Metz:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Puritanism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.



Katherine Velasquez:

This Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is fresh way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Anthony Muller:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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