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Post-modernism offers arevolutionary approach to the study of society: in
guestioning the validity of modern science and the notion of objective
knowledge, this movement discards history, rejects humanism, and resists any
truth claims. In this comprehensive assessment of post-modernism, Pauline
Rosenau traces its originsin the humanities and describes how its key concepts
are today being applied to, and are restructuring, the social sciences. Serving as
neither an opponent nor an apologist for the movement, she cuts through post-
modernism'’s often incomprehensible jargon in order to offer all readers alucid
exposition of its propositions. Rosenau shows how the post-modern challenge to
reason and rational organization radiates across academic fields. For example, in
psychology it questions the conscious, logical, coherent subject; in public
administration it encourages a retreat from central planning and from reliance on
specialists; in political scienceit callsinto question the authority of hierarchical,
bureaucratic decision-making structures that function in carefully defined
spheres; in anthropology it inspires the protection of local, primitive cultures
from First World attempts to reorganize them. In all of the social sciences, she
argues, post-modernism repudiates representative democracy and plays havoc
with the very meaning of "left-wing" and "right-wing." Rosenau aso highlights
how post-modernism has inspired a new generation of social movements, ranging
from New Age sensitivities to Third World fundamentalism. In weighing its
strengths and weaknesses, the author examines two major tendencies within post-
modernism, the largely European, skeptical form and the predominantly Anglo-
North-American form, which suggests alternative political, social, and cultura
projects. She draws examples from anthropology, economics, geography, history,
international relations, law, planning, political science, psychology, sociology,
urban studies, and women's studies, and provides a glossary of post-modern
termsto assist the uninitiated reader with special meanings not found in standard
dictionaries.
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Post-modernism offers a revolutionary approach to the study of society: in questioning the validity of
modern science and the notion of objective knowledge, this movement discards history, rejects humanism,
and resists any truth claims. In this comprehensive assessment of post-modernism, Pauline Rosenau traces its
origins in the humanities and describes how its key concepts are today being applied to, and are
restructuring, the social sciences. Serving as neither an opponent nor an apologist for the movement, she cuts
through post-modernism's often incomprehensible jargon in order to offer all readers alucid exposition of its
propositions. Rosenau shows how the post-modern challenge to reason and rational organization radiates
across academic fields. For example, in psychology it questions the conscious, logical, coherent subject; in
public administration it encourages aretreat from central planning and from reliance on specialists; in
political science it callsinto question the authority of hierarchical, bureaucratic decision-making structures
that function in carefully defined spheres; in anthropology it inspires the protection of local, primitive
cultures from First World attempts to reorganize them. In al of the social sciences, she argues, post-
modernism repudiates representative democracy and plays havoc with the very meaning of "left-wing" and
"right-wing." Rosenau also highlights how post-modernism has inspired a new generation of socia
movements, ranging from New Age sensitivities to Third World fundamentalism. In weighing its strengths
and weaknesses, the author examines two major tendencies within post-modernism, the largely European,
skeptical form and the predominantly Anglo-North-American form, which suggests alternative political,
social, and cultural projects. She draws examples from anthropology, economics, geography, history,
international relations, law, planning, political science, psychology, sociology, urban studies, and women's
studies, and provides a glossary of post-modern terms to assist the uninitiated reader with special meanings
not found in standard dictionaries.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 1992

"Thisisthe most lucid, concise, and comprehensive summary and analysis of the impact of post-modernism
on the social sciences. . . . In sum, abrilliant yet genuinely helpful, humane, and readable work."--Choice

From the Back Cover
In this comprehensive assessment of post-modernism, Pauline Rosenau traces its origins in the humanities
and describes how its key concepts are today being applied to, and are restructuring, the social sciences.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jack Cluck:

The book Post-Maodernism and the Social Sciences can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Post-Modernism and the Social
Sciences? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many datafor
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Post-Modernism and the
Socia Sciences has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

George Walker:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Post-Modernism and the Social Sciences your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in abook then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Post-Modernism and the Social Sciences giving you another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Louis McCarthy:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Post-Modernism and the Social
Sciencesis simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Marlene Clabaugh:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the spacein your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Post-Modernism and the Social Sciences can give
you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Post-Modernism and the Social
Sciences.
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