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Working at the cutting edge of live performance, an emerging generation of
artists is employing digital technologies to create distinctive forms of interactive,
distributed, and often deeply subjective theatrical performance. The work of
these artists is not only fundamentally transforming the experience of theater, it is
also reshaping the nature of human interaction with computers. In this book,
Steve Benford and Gabriella Giannachi offer a new theoretical framework for
understanding these experiences -- which they term mixed reality performances -
- and document a series of landmark performances and installations that mix the
real and the virtual, live performance and interactivity.

Benford and Giannachi draw on a number of works that have been developed at
the University of Nottingham's Mixed Reality Laboratory, describing
collaborations with artists (most notably the group Blast Theory) that have
gradually evolved a distinctive interdisciplinary approach to combining practice
with research. They offer detailed and extended accounts of these works from
different perspectives, including interviews with the artists and Mixed Reality
Laboratory researchers. The authors develop an overarching theory to guide the
study and design of mixed reality performances based on the approach of
interleaved trajectories through hybrid structures of space, time, interfaces, and
roles. Combinations of canonical, participant, and historic trajectories show how
such performances establish complex configurations of real and virtual, local and
global, factual and fictional, and personal and social.
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Working at the cutting edge of live performance, an emerging generation of artists is employing digital
technologies to create distinctive forms of interactive, distributed, and often deeply subjective theatrical
performance. The work of these artists is not only fundamentally transforming the experience of theater, it is
also reshaping the nature of human interaction with computers. In this book, Steve Benford and Gabriella
Giannachi offer a new theoretical framework for understanding these experiences -- which they term mixed
reality performances -- and document a series of landmark performances and installations that mix the real
and the virtual, live performance and interactivity.

Benford and Giannachi draw on a number of works that have been developed at the University of
Nottingham's Mixed Reality Laboratory, describing collaborations with artists (most notably the group Blast
Theory) that have gradually evolved a distinctive interdisciplinary approach to combining practice with
research. They offer detailed and extended accounts of these works from different perspectives, including
interviews with the artists and Mixed Reality Laboratory researchers. The authors develop an overarching
theory to guide the study and design of mixed reality performances based on the approach of interleaved
trajectories through hybrid structures of space, time, interfaces, and roles. Combinations of canonical,
participant, and historic trajectories show how such performances establish complex configurations of real
and virtual, local and global, factual and fictional, and personal and social.
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Editorial Review

Review

Mixed Reality emerged as a novel technological platform for cultural production, but as this timely volume
demonstrates, in an era of ubiquitous computing all technological experiences are to some extent mixed
reality systems. Performing Mixed Reality is a landmark text by two of the leading figures in the area. Deftly
interweaving theoretical and technological considerations, and drawing on their unparalleled experience
across a range of innovative projects, Benford and Giannachi provide an invaluable resource for future
research and practice in this rapidly developing field.

(Paul Dourish, Professor of Informatics, Donald Bren School of Information and Computer Sciences,
University of California, Irvine)

Benford and Giannachi's masterful crafting and interweaving of a decade of their cutting-edge research into
mixed reality performances provides a real eye-opener into the art and science of designing captivating and
innovative technology-augmented experiences. Mixed reality is a hybrid space that opens up new ways of
traversing and encountering the world; this book, likewise, compellingly crisscrosses between different
genres and narratives, revealing many insightful ideas, concepts, and experiences.

(Yvonne Rogers, Professor of Human-Computer Interaction and Director of the UCL Interaction Centre,
University College London)

About the Author

Steve Benford is Professor of Collaborative Computing in the School of Computer Science at the University
of Nottingham. Gabriella Giannachi is Professor in Performance and New Media and Director of the Centre
for Intermedia in the English Department at Exeter University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Performing Mixed Reality (MIT
Press) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?



Matthew Schwartz:

This Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Performing Mixed Reality (MIT
Press) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) having
fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Batts:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) book
because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Eric Kyler:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Performing Mixed Reality (MIT Press) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Performing Mixed Reality (MIT
Press) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading this.
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