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The text of this edition presents, fully annotated, the 1899 First Edition text
of McTeague, a significant example of American literary naturalism and a
commentary on turn-of-the-century American cultural values.

Contexts focuses on the novel's sources and composition. Included are newspaper
accounts of a San Francisco murder; a description of Norris' Polk Street
neighborhood, which figures prominently in McTeague; an examination of the
relationship between the novel and naturalism; and a discussion of the book's
genesis, from its origin as a Harvard assignment to Norris's revision of it upon his
return to San Francisco. Criticism has been revised to include major recent
assessments of the novel. Two seminal pieces from the previous edition have
been retained?Ernest Marchand's account of McTeague's 1899 reviews and
Donald Pizer's essay on naturalism. Six essays and four stills from Erich von
Stroheim's film version of McTeague are new. The new essays are by Don
Graham, William E. Cain, Barbara Hochman, James L. Caron, Mary Lawlor, and
Donna M. Campbell. A Chronology and an updated Selected Bibliography are
included. Illustrated
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The novelist Frank Norris is almost forgotten today, but in books like "McTeague," published in 1899, he
paved the way for a whole generation of American writers--a generation that included Theodore Dreiser and
Sinclair Lewis and, less directly, Hemingway and Fitzgerald. McTeague is a dentist saddled with a grasping
wife, and the book chronicles his rise and fall in awkward but powerful prose. This type of social realism, so
contrary to the uplifting entertainment of the day (and to Mark Twain's more fanciful, comic novels),
provided turn-of-the-century America a disturbing mirror in which to view itself.

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. The classic novel by Frank Norris is revisited in this 1989 recording by an immensely
talented and well-directed group of actors. Set in 1899 San Francisco, Norris's story relates the life and times
of a dentist, played wonderfully by Stacy Keach, and his wife, Trina (Carol Kane). With a celebrity cast of
nearly 40 players that features superior performances from, among others, Helen Hunt, Ed Asner, Marsha
Mason, Teri Garr and Hector Elizondo, the production is flawless and captivating. With music and realistic
sound effects, director Gordon Hunt takes full advantage of the performing weapons at his disposal. Notable
standouts include Joe Spano, who plays Trina's jealous cousin, Katherine Helmond as Miss Baker and Bud
Cort portraying an array of secondary characters. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
McTeague's final flight into the alkali desert, pursued by a pinpoint of dust, is the central image of many a
classic Western. --New Statesman, Alan Brien

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled McTeague (Second Edition)
(Norton Critical Editions)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Billy Shaner:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This McTeague (Second Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) book is readable by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
McTeague (Second Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) content conveys thinking easily to understand by



many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So ,
do you still thinking McTeague (Second Edition) (Norton Critical Editions) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Lois Huseby:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving McTeague (Second Edition) (Norton
Critical Editions) that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick McTeague (Second Edition) (Norton Critical
Editions) become your personal starter.

David Dabbs:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually McTeague (Second Edition) (Norton Critical Editions). This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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