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The roots of modern Western legal institutions and concepts go back nine
centuries to the Papal Revolution, when the Western church established its
political and legal unity and its independence from emperors, kings, and feudal
lords. Out of this upheaval came the Western idea of integrated legal systems
consciously developed over generations and centuries.

Harold J. Berman describes the main features of these systems of law, including
the canon law of the church, the royal law of the major kingdoms, the urban law
of the newly emerging cities, feudal law, manorial law, and mercantile law. In
the coexistence and competition of these systems he finds an important source of
the Western belief in the supremacy of law.

Written simply and dramatically, carrying a wealth of detail for the scholar but
also a fascinating story for the layman, the book grapples with wideranging
questions of our heritage and our future. One of its main themes is the interaction
between the Western belief in legal evolution and the periodic outbreak of
apocalyptic revolutionary upheavals.

Berman challenges conventional nationalist approaches to legal history, which
have neglected the common foundations of all Western legal systems. He also
questions conventional social theory, which has paid insufficient attention to the
origin of modem Western legal systems and has therefore misjudged the nature
of the crisis of the legal tradition in the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Review
A magnificent volume, broad in scope and rich in detail; this may be the most important book on law in our
generation. (American Political Science Review)

This is a book of the first importance. Every lawyer should read it ... Clearly written and well-organized, it is
a work of immense scholarship. (Los Angeles Daily Journal)

Superb... A tour de force of insight and erudition The principal text divides into two parts, the first dealing
with the papal revolution and its distinctive legal system of canon law and the second describing the
emergence of secular legalism through its roots in feudal, manorial, mercantile, urban, and royal systems... A
magnificent topping-off to the conventional [law school] curriculum. (The Benchmark)

By demonstrating the revolutionary character of the papal reformation, Berman upsets periodizations
commonly accepted by Church historians, positivists, Marxist historians, and historians of the law... Law and
Revolution is itself a revolutionary book in obliging the practitioners of many university disciplines to
readjust their focus and to see in law a revolutionary cultural force. (George H. Williams)

Review
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About the Author
Harold J. Berman was Woodruff Professor of Law at Emory University and Ames Professor of Law,
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Law and Revolution: The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition as the
daily resource information.



Daniel Miller:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Law and Revolution: The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition, you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Colby Tapia:

This Law and Revolution: The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Law and Revolution: The
Formation of the Western Legal Tradition can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Felicia Sharpton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Law and Revolution: The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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