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"Will reveal Donne to a new generation...[and] propel John Stubbs into the
first rank of biographers."?Peter Ackroyd

Metamorphosing from scholar to buccaneer, from outcast to establishment figure,
John Donne emerged as one of the greatest English poets, concentrating the
paradoxes of his age within his own crises of desire and devotion. Following
Donne from Plague-ridden streets to palaces, from the taverns on the Bankside to
the pulpit of St. Paul's, John Stubbs's biography is a vivid portrait of an
extraordinary writer and his country at a time of bewildering and cruel
transformation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For his first book, Stubbs has produced a biography of the enigmatic, conflicted poet familiar today to many
people mostly thanks to a single, lovely line: "No man is an Island, entire of it self." John Donne—born in
1572, at the outset of the most politically tumultuous and religiously violent era in English history—searched
throughout his life for passage to a continent, to find a homeland, to involve himself, as he put it, in mankind.
Beginning life as a secular Catholic, Donne ended it as a pious Protestant priest; a dissolute young man, he
evolved into a serious intellectual of delicate demeanor; a swashbuckler who fought against Spain for loot
and adventure, he buckled down and became one of the finest poetical craftsmen of the Renaissance; a
promiscuous loner once focused on making money and powerful friends, he married for love and left it all
happily behind. Throughout his life, Stubbs shows, Donne was a study in paradoxes, and one of the strengths
of this book is his ready acknowledgment of his subject's contradictions. "Part of the job of this biography,"
writes Stubbs, "is to trace the strands between these personae and point out the unity underlying them." He
succeeds admirably. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The greatest English metaphysical poet was and wasn't a man of letters, as Stubbs shows
in as engaging a work of scholarship as a biography could ever be. Donne (1572?-1631) was more obviously
a lifelong bureaucrat than an author. Initially hampered by his family's Catholicism, he studied law. He
fought with Essex at Cadiz and Raleigh in the Azores, got a plum secretarial post, but fell in love with a
wealthy squire's daughter. Their elopement brought immediate dismissal and years of scraping by. Only after
Ann Donne's death did he take holy orders and rise swiftly to the deanship of St. Paul's Cathedral. He had
written poetry since his late teens. Circulated in manuscript, it made him famous in society, enough so to
allow Donne a sideline in writing commissioned verse that kept him afloat during the lean years. Adroitly
employing Donne's poems to illuminate his life and arguing that Donne was always animated by his vision
of the interdependency of all human beings, Stubbs opens a large window on the most durably fascinating
society in English history. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Rich, generous and capacious....Its triumph is to show how the brilliant, abrasive, phenomenally direct
voice of the Songs and Sonnets...deepens and darkens, cracking sometimes under the harsh strain of his
middle years, only to re-emerge in the humane and powerful sermons of his last decade.”

“Highly readable...Stubbs manages to make Donne seem recognizable and sympathetic, and also the
inhabitant of a world that has long since disappeared.”

“An exemplary literary biography. Stubbs has all the appropriate skills: lucid prose style, deep historical
knowledge, and a deftness in reading poems with a marvelous economy in his comments. I am grateful to
Stubbs for aiding me to see John Donne more accurately and sympathetically, a person and a poet.”

“John Stubbs treats Donne as 'a living concoction of differing, frightened spiritualities' in this vivid portrait,
this rich and full life, of an English immortal enmeshed in his time. The result is a wonderfully precise study
of a great poet, a soul formed and reformed. It is a stunning biographical debut.”

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this John Donne: The Reformed Soul: A Biography.

Javier Link:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible John Donne: The Reformed Soul: A Biography?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Dolores Rawson:

John Donne: The Reformed Soul: A Biography can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing John Donne: The Reformed Soul: A
Biography although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage
of crucial imagining.

Anne Corchado:

The book untitled John Donne: The Reformed Soul: A Biography contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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