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According to the people of the Mueda plateau in northern Mozambique, sorcerers
remake the world by asserting the authority of their own imaginative visions of it.
While conducting research among these Muedans, anthropologist Harry G. West
made a revealing discovery—for many of them, West’s efforts to elaborate an
ethnographic vision of their world was itself a form of sorcery. In Ethnographic
Sorcery, West explores the fascinating issues provoked by this equation.

A key theme of West’s research into sorcery is that one sorcerer’s claims can be
challenged or reversed by other sorcerers. After West’s attempt to construct a
metaphorical interpretation of Muedan assertions that the lions prowling their
villages are fabricated by sorcerers is disputed by his Muedan research
collaborators, West realized that ethnography and sorcery indeed have much in
common. Rather than abandoning ethnography, West draws inspiration from this
connection, arguing that anthropologists, along with the people they study, can
scarcely avoid interpreting the world they inhabit, and that we are all,
inescapably, ethnographic sorcerers.
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According to the people of the Mueda plateau in northern Mozambique, sorcerers remake the world by
asserting the authority of their own imaginative visions of it. While conducting research among these
Muedans, anthropologist Harry G. West made a revealing discovery—for many of them, West’s efforts to
elaborate an ethnographic vision of their world was itself a form of sorcery. In Ethnographic Sorcery, West
explores the fascinating issues provoked by this equation.

A key theme of West’s research into sorcery is that one sorcerer’s claims can be challenged or reversed by
other sorcerers. After West’s attempt to construct a metaphorical interpretation of Muedan assertions that the
lions prowling their villages are fabricated by sorcerers is disputed by his Muedan research collaborators,
West realized that ethnography and sorcery indeed have much in common. Rather than abandoning
ethnography, West draws inspiration from this connection, arguing that anthropologists, along with the
people they study, can scarcely avoid interpreting the world they inhabit, and that we are all, inescapably,
ethnographic sorcerers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At its core, this very significant book is a meditation on how to understand discourses on and around
sorcery on the Mueda plateau in Mozambique. Here, Harry West is concerned with the question of how
Muedans use sorcery discourse, both 'to speak about the world and to act within it.' I found this book
consistently fascinating, subtle, and deeply grounded in local understandings of a complex and ambiguous
world and in anthropological theory." - Donald Brenneis, University of California, Santa Cruz"

About the Author

Harry G. West is lecturer in social anthropology at the School of Oriental and African Studies of the
University of London and the author of Kupilikula: Governance and the Invisible Realm in Mueda,
Mozambique, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Cohn:

The book Ethnographic Sorcery gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Ethnographic Sorcery to be
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Ethnographic
Sorcery. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Paula Salas:

This book untitled Ethnographic Sorcery to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Frederick Palazzo:

The particular book Ethnographic Sorcery will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this
book very ideal to you. The book Ethnographic Sorcery is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.



Lori Gonzales:

Beside this particular Ethnographic Sorcery in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ethnographic
Sorcery because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from now!
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