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Although the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement to address global
climate change, has been regarded by many as an unsuccessful treaty both
politically and environmentally, it stands as one of the world’s few truly global
agreements. Why did such a diverse group of countries decide to sign and/or
ratify the treaty? Why did they choose to do so at different times and in different
ways? What explains their foreign policy behavior? Amy Below’s book builds
off the increasing significance of climate change and uses the Kyoto Protocol as
a case study to analyze foreign policy decision making in Latin America.

Below’s study takes a regional perspective in order to examine why countries in
Latin America made disparate foreign policy choices when they were faced with
the same decision. The book looks at the decisions in Argentina, Mexico, and
Venezuela via a process-tracing method. Below uses information obtained from
primary and secondary documents and elite interviews to help reconstruct the
processes, and augments her reconstruction with a content analysis of Conference
of the Parties speeches by presidents and country delegates. The book complies
with convention in the field by arguing that systemic, national and individual-
level factors simultaneously impact foreign policy decisions, but makes the
additional claim that role theory most accurately accounts for relationships
between variables.

Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America
considers a variety of factors on individual, national, and international levels of
analysis, and show that the foreign policy decisions are best viewed through the
prism of role theory. The book also draws conclusions about the value of role
theory in general and about environmental foreign policy decisions in developing
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countries, which will be of value to both policy-makers and academics.
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Although the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement to address global climate change, has been
regarded by many as an unsuccessful treaty both politically and environmentally, it stands as one of the
world’s few truly global agreements. Why did such a diverse group of countries decide to sign and/or ratify
the treaty? Why did they choose to do so at different times and in different ways? What explains their foreign
policy behavior? Amy Below’s book builds off the increasing significance of climate change and uses the
Kyoto Protocol as a case study to analyze foreign policy decision making in Latin America.

Below’s study takes a regional perspective in order to examine why countries in Latin America made
disparate foreign policy choices when they were faced with the same decision. The book looks at the
decisions in Argentina, Mexico, and Venezuela via a process-tracing method. Below uses information
obtained from primary and secondary documents and elite interviews to help reconstruct the processes, and
augments her reconstruction with a content analysis of Conference of the Parties speeches by presidents and
country delegates. The book complies with convention in the field by arguing that systemic, national and
individual-level factors simultaneously impact foreign policy decisions, but makes the additional claim that
role theory most accurately accounts for relationships between variables.

Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America considers a variety of factors
on individual, national, and international levels of analysis, and show that the foreign policy decisions are
best viewed through the prism of role theory. The book also draws conclusions about the value of role theory
in general and about environmental foreign policy decisions in developing countries, which will be of value
to both policy-makers and academics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Amy Below’s book is a real contribution to Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA). The study of foreign
policy decisionmaking in developing countries is sorely lacking, as is the study of environmental
policy: Below tackles both lacunae in the same volume. Utilizing role theory to explain the differences
in Latin American leaders’ responses to the Kyoto Protocol, Below explores the intricacies of role
formation in three Latin American nations. Her careful process-tracing, bolstered by content analysis,
is both solid and persuasive. Below’s book will be an important resource for FPA scholars as well as
scholars interested in cross-national differences in environmental policymaking." ?Valerie M. Hudson,
Texas A&M University

"Amy Below’s study of the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol by various countries in Latin America
sits at the theoretical intersection of foreign policy analysis, role theory, and environmental politics. 
Her study serves as a model for all three areas of inquiry, and provides an excellent road map for the
fruitful use of role theory in foreign policy analysis and beyond." ?Marijke Breuning, University of North
Texas

About the Author

Amy Below is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Oregon State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin
America: Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) book is readable simply by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America: Ratifying the
Kyoto Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So ,
do you even now thinking Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America:
Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Bridget Dell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled



Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America: Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol
(Role Theory and International Relations) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get before. The Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America: Ratifying the
Kyoto Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sally Norman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Environmental Politics
and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America: Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol (Role Theory and
International Relations) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America:
Ratifying the Kyoto Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) become your own personal starter.

Amy Parr:

This Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America: Ratifying the Kyoto
Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) is great publication for you because the content and that
is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Environmental Politics and Foreign Policy Decision Making in Latin America: Ratifying the Kyoto
Protocol (Role Theory and International Relations) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but
this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?
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