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In this first book-length treatment of Descartes' important and influential natural
philosophy, Daniel Garber is principally concerned with Descartes' accounts of
matter and motion—the joint between Descartes' philosophical and scientific
interests. These accounts constitute the point at which the metaphysical doctrines
on God, the soul, and body, developed in writings like the Meditations, give rise
to physical conclusions regarding atoms, vacua, and the laws that matter in
motion must obey.

Garber achieves a philosophically rigorous reading of Descartes that is sensitive
to the historical and intellectual context in which he wrote. What emerges is a
novel view of this familiar figure, at once unexpected and truer to the historical
Descartes.

The book begins with a discussion of Descartes' intellectual development and the
larger project that frames his natural philosophy, the complete reform of all the
sciences. After this introduction Garber thoroughly examines various aspects of
Descartes' physics: the notion of body and its identification with extension;
Descartes' rejection of the substantial forms of the scholastics; his relation to the
atomistic tradition of atoms and the void; the concept of motion and the laws of
motion, including Descartes' conservation principle, his laws of the persistence of
motion, and his collision law; and the grounding of his laws in God.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Much has been written about Descartes's philosophy proper--his "cogito ergo sum" ("I think, therefore I am")
having brought philosophy out of the scholastic and into the modern era--but Garber's is the first book-length
treatment of Descartes's natural philosophy. This work makes abundantly clear that Descartes's
epistemological investigations cannot profitably be viewed in isolation from his overarching goal, which was
to establish science on an unshakable foundation. Garber's exposition of Descartes's ideas about body,
extension, the laws of motion and conservation, atoms and the void, and more, is a valuable addition to the
philosophy/science collections of academic libraries.
-Leon H. Brody, U.S. Office of Personnel Management Lib., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
this is the first book ever to examine Descartes' physics and his philosophy not as separate enterprises but as
what they were- a systematic attempt to deal with all knowledge.

About the Author

Daniel Garber is professor of philosophy at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

The book Descartes' Metaphysical Physics (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) will bring you to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Descartes' Metaphysical Physics (Science
and Its Conceptual Foundations series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

James Boyett:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
usually Descartes' Metaphysical Physics (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series).



Melvin Robinson:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Descartes' Metaphysical Physics
(Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Victor Loy:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Descartes' Metaphysical Physics (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations
series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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