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Bicycle Thieves (Ladri di biciclette, 1948) is unarguably one of the
most important films in the history of cinema. It is also one of the most
beguiling, moving and (apparently) simple pieces of narrative ever made. The
film tells the story of one man and his son, as they search fruitlessly through the
streets of Rome for his stolen bicycle; the bicycle which had offered the
possibility of escape from the poverty and humiliation of long-term
unemployment.

One of a cluster of extraordinary films to come out of post-war, post-Fascist
Italy  - loosely labelled 'neorealist' – Bicycle Thieves won an Oscar in 1949,
topped the first Sight and Sound poll of the best films of all time in 1952 and has
been hugely influential throughout world cinema ever since. It remains a
necessary point of reference for any cinematic engagement with the labyrinthine
experience of the modern city, the travails of poverty in the contemporary world,
the complex bond between fathers and sons, and the capacity of the camera to
capture something like the essence of all of these.

Robert S. C. Gordon's BFI Film Classics volume shows how Bicycle Thieves is
ripe for re-viewing, for rescuing from its worthy status as a neorealist 'classic'. It
looks at the film's drawn-out planning and production history, the vibrant and
riven context in which it was made, and the dynamic geography, geometry and
sociology of the film that resulted.

ROBERT S. C. GORDON is Reader in Modern Italian Culture, Gonville and
Caius College, University of Cambridge, UK.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Robert S.C. Gordon excels at what this BFI series does so well - condensing and clarifying the film's
essential elements and values - making it one of the best in the canon.' - Empire

Review
'Robert S.C. Gordon excels at what this BFI series does so well - condensing and clarifying the film's
essential elements and values - making it one of the best in the canon.' - Empire

From the Back Cover

Bicycle Thieves (Ladri di biciclette, 1948) is unarguably one of the most important films in the history of
cinema. It is also one of the most beguiling, moving and (apparently) simple pieces of narrative ever made.
The film tells the story of one man and his son, as they search fruitlessly through the streets of Rome for his
stolen bicycle; the bicycle which had offered the possibility of escape from the poverty and humiliation of
long-term unemployment.

One of a cluster of extraordinary films to come out of post-war, post-Fascist Italy  - loosely labelled
'neorealist' – Bicycle Thieves won an Oscar in 1949, topped the first Sight and Sound poll of the best films of
all time in 1952 and has been hugely influential throughout world cinema ever since. It remains a necessary
point of reference for any cinematic engagement with the labyrinthine experience of the modern city, the
travails of poverty in the contemporary world, the complex bond between fathers and sons, and the capacity
of the camera to capture something like the essence of all of these.

Robert S. C. Gordon's BFI Film Classics volume shows how Bicycle Thieves is ripe for re-viewing, for
rescuing from its worthy status as a neorealist 'classic'. It looks at the film's drawn-out planning and
production history, the vibrant and riven context in which it was made, and the dynamic geography,
geometry and sociology of the film that resulted.

ROBERT S. C. GORDON is Reader in Modern Italian Culture, Gonville and Caius College, University of
Cambridge, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jaime Leflore:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics). You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book
Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics). You can add information and of course you can around the world with
a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.



Russell Carson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Laquita Horton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Dena Ramirez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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